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The Reality of Digital Radio Broadcasting in Algeria

— A Descriptive Study-
Abstract

The aim of this study is to determine the reality of digital broadcasting in Algeria, and to
identify the stage the Public Institution of Radio and Television Broadcasting has reached in the
transition to the digital radio broadcasting. In addition to this, it also explores the basics of this
type of broadcasting, including its components, standards and characteristics. The study
utilisedthe descriptive analytical method, using the interview as a tool of data collection, where
13 scientific interviews were conducted, 2 of which were with two employees of the Public
Establishment for Broadcasting and Television, and the remaining 11 interviews were conducted
with employees of the Algerian Radio from the following stations: Saida, Oran, El-bayadh, Sidi
Bel Abbes, Blida and Illizi as well as from the InternationalAlgerian Radio. The study has
reached several results from its different chapters, which are as follows:

Digital broadcasting is a modern technology that succeeds analogue radio broadcasting.
The technique is based on the principle of developing radio broadcasting, where the sound
achieves high quality that is equivalent to the quality of the CD-ROM, and becomes resistant to
any interference. It also allows the provision of other radio functions and services that were not
previously available on radio.

The experiences of the different countriesdiffer in terms of the transition to digital
broadcasting. There are those that have officially started the digital radio broadcasting such as
the United States of America and Norway, and there are others that are still in the experimental
phase such as Britain, France, Tunisia, South Africa and Algeria, however there is a difference in
the progress of their pilot broadcasting. Finally, there are some countries that have not yet taken
any step towards this field.

Switching to digital broadcasting requires an overall change in the broadcasting network
including stations, antennas and transmitters as well as changing receivers.

The Algerian Public Institution of Radio and Television Broadcasting is ready for this
transition as it has gone through most of its steps and stages. The most recent step was the launch
of a digital radio broadcasting station that included the three radio stations, and GIL FM radio.
However, the exact date of the transition to the digital broadcasting is yet to be announced, most
likely, a year after the termination of the Analog TV broadcasting.

The lack of coordination between the Public Institution of Radio and Television
Broadcasting and the Algerian Radio Stations created a gap between the two, which made most
Algerian radio workers completely unaware of this digital transition witnessed by the Algerian
Audio-visual Media.

Keywords: broadcasting system - digitization - Algerian radio - digital broadcasting.
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